Poor anticoagulant response to tissue factor pathway inhibitor in patients with venous thrombosis.
Tissue factor pathway inhibitor (TFPI) is of major importance in regulating the coagulation triggering effects of tissue factor. An association between TFPI deficiency and thrombosis has still not been clearly demonstrated. We evaluated the anticoagulant activity of exogenous TFPI added either to the plasma of patients with venous thrombosis (n = 118) or to the plasma of healthy controls similar in terms of mean age and sex ratio (n = 107). A poor anticoagulant response to TFPI, defined as TFPI resistance, was observed in 4.7% of controls and in 11.0% of patients. TFPI resistance was associated with an almost threefold increase in the risk of thrombosis and could therefore represent a novel hemostatic risk factor for venous thrombosis.